
Erie County Opiate Epidemic Task Force 

Work Group Monthly Report 

March 9, 2016 

 

Work Group Name:Provider Education and Policy Reform 

 

Work Group Leader:Dr. Gale Burstein 

 

Work Group Chair:Dr. Gale Burstein and Dr. Paul Updike. 

 

Work Group Meeting Schedule: March 3 2016, next meeting to be determined; currently polling 

participants. Plan is to hold calls every other week. Task Force will reconvene May 2 2016. 

 

 

Summary of meetings/Activities: 

Multiple efforts to educate Primary Care Physicians in Erie county on Suboxone prescribing. Dr 

Updike is certified and will offer Provider Suboxone training 9/10/2016 @ Catholic Health 

headquarters. UB offered to provide CMEs. Dr. Burstein will start to reach out to PCP offices to 

get interest and work with CMP and health plans to recruit. Issue of insurance coverage and 

prior authorization for suboxone was raised. Judy Feld from IHA will try to organize health plan 

meeting to determine standardization criteria for office visits and pharmacy costs. Dr. Burstein 

working with Horizons to develop MOU for participating addictions specialists to perform 

suboxne inductions and refer patients back to PMD when on stable dose and allow PMD to call 

when have questions. 

Dr. Updike working on local acute pain med guidelines to use for academic detailing and CME 

courses. UB offered to provide CMEs. 



UB mini medical school presentations about opioid addiction on March 15,22,29 2016 

collaboration of Addiction specialists, Pharmacy, UB school of medicine, ECDOH, and law 

enforcement.  

 

Work Group Contact Information:Gale.Burstein@erie.gov,Alan Lesse 

camlesse@buffalo.edu,carolynlopez61@gmail.com,DDS Richard E Hall PhD 

MD,rhall@buffalo.edu, Donna.Sherman@va.gov, Greg Nuessle 

Nuessle.greg@bcbswny.com,Jarod Masci(landmarkpsychiatry@gmail.com),Judith Feld 

(Judith.Feld@independenthealth.com), Karl D Fiebelkorn(kdf@buffalo.edu), David Kaye 

(dlk@buffalo.edu),Nancy Nielson(nielse@buffalo.edu), Paul Updike(pup do me ache 

buffalo.org), Robert Whitney(RBWhitney@aol.com), Roseanne C Berger 

(bergerc@buffalo.edu),Veronica Mason(masonfamilymedicine@roadrunner.com), Whitney 

Walker(wwalker@goodwillwny.org) 

 

 

Support needed? Help writing acute pain guidelines and MOU with addictions providers. 

 


